A Clear Message to Governments from the UN Climate
Conference in Copenhagen — Lead, Follow or Get Out of the
Way

By: Shena Turlington

The overall intensity of the mood at COP15, the UN Climate Conference in Copenhagen, was
not surprising. Climate change is an issue that inspires a range of emotions spanning from
one end of the spectrum to the other. The underlying current of the mood, no matter at
which point along the emotional spectrum you may lie, was that climate change is an
increasingly imperative concern. Changes must be made.

COP15 participants were asked to write, in their native tongue, what their hands are doing to save the rainforest. To see

more hands, go to www.h-ands.org

The real surprise is not that sweeping changes are in motion; it’s the direction from which
these changes are finally coming.

Long seen as a governmental regulatory issue, the momentum building around climate
change is shifting faster than governments can keep up. Governments approach the issue of
climate change with characteristic lumbering slowness. Politics come in to play. They can't (or
worse, won't) make binding agreements. To slow the process further, any agreement reached
is contingent upon the commitment of every single member country. Frustration over the
speed at which world governments are addressing this pressing issue was evident in the
protests in Copenhagen. People are watching. People are clued in... and they are tired of
waiting.

As a result, what seems to be happening is a decentralized movement. A movement of
people: driven by consumer demand, supported by non-profit agendas and, most importantly
for immediate impact, heeded by corporations. World governments sat either idle or in

negotiations for too long and because of this, it appears the true changes in CO, reduction
will be lead by the commercial sector. While governments argue, corporations and individuals
around the world are taking the lead in making substantive changes.

Every effort matters in climate protection. Even small efforts will have positive ripple effects,
as long as these actions carry with them proof of positive intention. Known as
“greenwashing,” consumers can no longer be placated by half-hearted greening efforts.
Consumers and the general public are demanding concrete action along with quantifiable

results. People want to see tangible action, tangible change and binding CO, reduction
targets.

Read the full article.
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Obtaining agreement on REDD-plus in Copenhagen has been hailed as one of the few successful outcomes of the
conference, with over $3.5 billion in short-term funding pledged by nations including the United States, Britain, Norway.

Australia, France, Japan and Spain
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Walking the Walk

Engineering Green Projects Builds Green
Business

Founded in 1992, Kansas City-based
engineering firm BHC rHobes has made
sustainability part of their business model,
striving to incorporate the latest sustainable

engineering design practices into every project.

“BHC RrHoDES long ago recognized and addressed
the need to embrace sustainability and we're
continuously seeking innovative ways to achieve
a higher level of sustainability,” said Kevin
Honomichl, president. “We're using the Hondo
Green Assessment Tool to manage and reduce
our own environmental footprint, and potentially

offer to our clients.”

25% of BHC RHODES' civil engineers have
achieved LEED accreditation, which enables
them the opportunity to help customers design
and build or support redevelopment of
environmentally sustainable buildings. “Adding
the Hondo Green Assessment Tool to our
service offering would allow us to offer a
complete end-to-end sustainability package for

customers,” added Honomichl.

Tweet-sized Green Bites
Little things.
Big difference.

We’ve struck white gold: Recycling one ton of

office paper saves 380 gallons of oil.

Does not compute: If just 10,000 more people
turned off their computers overnight, 1800 metric

tons of CO, could be saved.



